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Hiroshi Hara* : The status of the genus Oligobotrya (Liliaceae) 

M j=L* : Oligobotrya JJ| (=*- y f4) 

The genus Oligobotrya Baker described from China has generally been 
distinguished from the genus Smilacina in having long cylindrical perianth- 
tube. Its type species, Oligobotrya Henryi Baker, has drooping flowers with 
narrow perianth-tube 5-10 mm long and 2-3 mm across, and with short lobes 
2.5-3mm long (Fig. 1, a & b). It is variable in the shape of leaves and 
the degree of hairiness on stems and leaves. In 1937 Wang and Tang de¬ 
scribed the second distinct species (the third name) of the genus, Oligobotrya 
szechuanica, from West China. In that species, the perianth-tube is much 
shorter, narrow-campanulate, 3-4.5 mm long, 2-2.5 mm across, and is nearly 
as long as the perianth-lobes which are 3.5-5 mm long (Fig. 1, c), and the 
anthers are shorter, and the filaments are slightly longer. 

On the other hand, the genus Smilacina Desf. (nom. conserv.) is now 
known to include about 30 species, and is widely distributed in temperate 
regions of Asia and North and Central America. But it is noteworthy that 
the widest range of variations especially in the shape of perianth, stamens 
and pistil is observed in West China. 

In some Chinese species, the flowers are drooping, and the perianth-tube 
is campanulate. For example, Smilacina lichiangensis (W. W. Smith) Handel- 
Mazzetti has nodding flowers with campanulate perianth-tube 2-2.5 mm long 
(Fig. 1, e). The perianth-tube of S. Wardii (W. W. Smith) Wang et Tang 
is also campanulate, about 2.5 mm long, and 3-3.5 mm wide, and the 
perianth-lobes are 3.5-4.5 mm long (Fig. 1, d). In general appearance 
Smilacina Wardii closely resembles Oligobotrya szechuanica, and in the shape 
of perianth the latter species is intermediate between Smilacina Wardii and 
Oligobotrya Henryi. And also no other essential difference is found between 
those species to keep them in separate genera. 

Thus I came to the conclusion that Oligobotrya cannot be regarded as 
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an independent genus from Smilacina, and is better treated as a section of 
Smilacina as follows : 

Smilacina Sect. Oligobotrya (Baker) Hara, stat. nov. 

Oligobotrya Baker in Hook., Icon. PI. 16: t. 1537 (1886)—Dalla Torre et 
Harms, Gen. Siphonog. 71, no. 1124 (1900)—Krause in Engl., Pfl.-fam. ed. 2, 
15a: 370 (1930)—Hutchinson, Fam. Flow. PI. Monocot. 95 (1934); ed. 2, 605 
(1959) ; ed. 3, 750 (1973). 

Type : Smilacina Henryi (Baker) Hara. 

Smilacina Henryi (Baker) Hara, comb. nov. 

Oligobotrya Henryi Baker in Hook., Icon. PI. 16 : t. 1537 (1886)—Diels in 
Engl., Bot. Jahrb. 29 : 249 (1901)—Forbes et Hemsley in Journ. Linn. Soc. 
36: 109 (1903)—C. H. Wright in Bot. Mag. 135: t. 8238 (1909), cum var. 
violacea C. H. Wright—Krause in Acta Hort. Gothob. 2 : 94 (1926)—Gagnepain 
in FI. Gen. Ind.-Chin. 6 : 795, f. 77. 11-15 (1934)—Hand.-Mazz., Symb. Sin. 
7: 1211 (1936). 

Oligobotrya Limprichtii Lingelsh. in Fedde, Repert. Beih. 12: 383 (1922). 
Distr. S. E Tibet, China (Yunnan, Szechuan, Shensi, Hupeh, Hunan), N. 
Burma, and Annam. 

Smilacina szechuanica (Wang et Tang) Hara, comb. nov. 




Fig. 1. Schematic figures of flowers. x3. a, b. Smilacina Henryi Hara. c. 
Smilacina szechuanica Hara. d. Smilacina Wardii Wang et Tang. e. Smilacina 
lichiangensis Hand.-Mazz. 
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Oligobotrya szechuanica Wang et Tang in Bull. Fan Mem. Inst. Biol. 7 : 
289 (1937). 

Distr. West China (Yunnan, Szechuan). 

* * * * 
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